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Subject: 2009 November Aesculapian Medical Society Meeting Results
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Dear All:
 
The November Aesculapian Medical Society Meeting was this evening at 6:00 p.m. at the
Methodist Hospital Conference Center.  The meeting was well attended for a non-sponsored
meeting with members Dr. Caine, Dr. Desadier, Dr. Henderson, Dr. Hollingsworth, Dr. Moore, Dr.
Moye, Dr. Treadwell and Dr. Rausch.  Guests included medical students Aundrea Tunstall, Besem
Beteck and Reiesha.
 
The meeting began with a discussion of Electronic Record systems and the cost related to these
systems.  In some cases, the cost is prohibitive, especially for solo practitioners.  There are
advantages and disadvantages to ER systems.  Largely, the consensus is that ER systems allow for
better organization, but it takes effort that may take older physicians time to enter data at the end
of the day.  In some cases, typing skills make it a longer process than necessary and this is where
younger physicians have the upper hand. 
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Dr. Moore asked for a report on what is happening at the medical school.
 
 Jose Espada gave a brief report on the current situation with admissions.  Currently, there are 67
admits to the Class of 2014.  There is only one African American or minority accepted to date. 
There were very few minority interviewees in the first couple of Interview days in September and
this is one reason for the low number currently.  There were more minority candidates in the latter
interview days in October, so we will likely see more minority students admitted in November and
December.  There will be two interview days in November next week and following.  No Interview
Day dates are set for December.
 
A small discussion was prompted by a comment made about the low number of African American
males applying and accepted into medical schools.  Dr. Moore turned to Dr. Rausch and asked him
what he thought was going on.  Dr. Rausch answered by pointing out that we are losing African
American males in the third grade to such things as being labeled trouble makers, peer pressure
(not cool to be smart) and lack of interest in the sciences.  This is why it is critical to get to AA

students early, in the 3rd grade or sooner, creating meaningful pipelines.  He additionally
highlighted a couple of success stories.  He mentioned Dr. Hrobowski’s work at the University of
Maryland-Baltimore City (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freeman_A._Hrabowski_III), where he was
successful in turning things around for AA males and dramatically increasing the number of African
American male students going into math and science.  He also highlighted Charles A. Tindley
Accelerated Charter School in Indianapolis (http://www.tindleyschool.org/) and the impressive
work going on there.  At Tindley, a school of predominately African American males, are paving the
way academically to be successful.  Dr. Rausch was impressed with the school’s academic focus,
parent involvement and buy-in on the concepts for achievement and non-existent discipline
issues.  Students at the school wear uniforms and is a year-round school.  Dr. Rausch hopes to
begin a Benjamin Carson Scholarship Program (http://carsonscholars.org/) at this school and at
other schools throughout the city.  The Indianapolis Colts are the corporate sponsor for the
Benjamin Carson Scholarships in Indianapolis.  Recently, they extended over 80 scholarships
throughout the area at their annual dinner.  They have also been responsible for establishing
several Benjamin Carson Reading Rooms at some of the local schools.
 
A question was raised on why so much attention to the Crispus Attucks Medical Magnet School
with schools like Tindley needing attention, too.  Dr. Rausch mentioned there are plans to involve
other schools in the future.  With the Attucks proximity to the medical school and its specific
medical mission, it was a logical choice for the school to get involved in a formal way.
 
Aundrea Tunstall, President of the IUSM SNMA Chapter gave a brief update on the recent SNMA
Region V Conference held at the University Place Hotel on the IUPUI campus.  Over 100
participants attended the conference which included 4 high school students, 20 pre-med students
and 80 medical students through the Region V.  The next focus for the local SNMA Chapter will be
the SNMA’s hosting of the National SNMA Conference in Indianapolis in 2011.
 
Dr. Treadwell suggested that SNMA may want to organize a faculty steering committee composed
of Aesculapian Medical Society (AMS) members and IUSM faculty that can be helpful in attaining
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volunteers to present at the conference various topics.  Additionally, the steering committee can
be helpful in assisting with logistics, given their connections within the city.  Some of the SNMA
concerns will be manpower issues and continuity of involvement with many who have been
involved in the Regional SNMA Conference graduating next year (2010).  For the research
component, it was suggested that the SNMA involve Dr. David Wilkes, Executive Associate Dean for
Research at IUSM in the area of research at the conference.  Additionally, he could be approached
to be a keynote speaker.  Dr. Rausch offered to be of help in making the connections with Dr.
Wilkes. 
 
Additionally, Dr. Treadwell suggested that from the Region V Conference evaluations notes be
taken on what went well and try to re-create that for the National Conference in 2011.  This
includes the successful workshops like Casting (Dr. Pierce), Suturing (Dr. Simons), Intubation (Dr.
Kandice Johnson), Central Line (Dr Hobbs), Peripheral Line (Dr. Kenner), Lumbar puncture (Dr.
Mitch Harris).
 
Aundrea additionally reported on the Westside Health Fair.  The fair went well.  Some observations
included that the African American patients were low in numbers this year compared to previous
years, but the Hispanic patients were up significantly.  All in all a well attended fair.  Dr. Caine
agreed.
 
Dr. Caine reported on H1N1.  She indicated that there will be a H1N1 Vaccine Clinic at the
Lafayette Square Mall from 3-7 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday of this week.  Providers will be
given the option to pick up supplies.  Focus will be on Internal Medicine and Internal Medicine
specialties.  Surgery is not on the list.  There will also be an additional Vaccine Clinic at Warren
Central High School this Saturday from 1-3 p.m.   She also mentioned that we will likely see several
peaks this flu season.  We just went through the first peak in mid-October.
 
Dr. Desadier mentioned that solicitations for the UNCF take place soon.  Dr. Moore will send out a
reminder on e-mail.  This year Millicent Moye, M.D. will serve as spokesperson for the Aesculapian
Medical Society that will include presenting the final check to the UNCF television show in early
December.  The UNCF solicitations have fallen off since Dr. Keith Woodard’s death and it is the
hope of the AMS leadership that we can get things back on track with the annual UNCF
solicitations.
 
Future meetings:
 
The December meeting will be hosted and sponsored by Bristol Myers with a guest speaker talking
on HIV/AIDS.  Dr. Caine and Dr. Henderson will work out the details with Bristol Myers on where it
will be hosted.  Dr. Caine will arrange for physicians to get CME Credit for this meeting.
 
The January meeting will be hosted and sponsored by the Indiana University School of Medicine in
the Fairbanks Building on the Canal.
 
The 2010 NMA Conference will be in Orlando, FL., http://www.nmanet.org/    
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