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Dear Aesculapian Medical Society Members, SNMA and Friends:
 
The Aesculapian Medical Society held their first meeting of the 2009-2010 academic year last night

(Tuesday, September 1) at the Ruth Chris Steakhouse located at 96th Street and Keystone Avenue. 
The food was excellent as always and the company was even better. 
 
The room was packed with Aesculapian Medical Society members, SNMA medical students and
IUSM Residents along with a few Pharmacists from the Indianapolis area.  It was good to see
everyone.  The presenter was one of the Aesculapian Medical Society’s own, Dr. Ernest Asamoah. 
Dr. Asamoah (http://www.ecommunity.com/physicians/mdprofile.aspx?phyID=221648) gave an
energetic, entertaining and extremely knowledgeable 30-minute presentation on diabetes
management.
 
Dr. Desadier (President of AMS) began the meeting by asking everyone to introduce themselves so
that the new folks could be acknowledged.  He called a few to make brief presentations.
 
Dr. George Rausch (Associate Dean for Diversity at IUSM) briefly spoke on some of his ideas to
involve the Aesculapian Medical Society.  Some  of his ideas involved creating pipelines,
establishing a 6-8 week IUSM Pre-matriculation program and establishing programming to bring

5th, 6th and 7th grade students to the medical school involving these students, IUSM faculty and
Aesculapian Medical Society members in speaking to them about medicine.  The elementary school
students will be involved in dissecting sheep brains and other activities promoting medicine as a
potential career.  Dr. Rausch promises more to come, but did warn that not too much too quickly
as he has a whole lot of ideas.
 
SNMA reported on their upcoming Region V SNMA Conference to be held at the IUPUI University
Place Hotel on October 16-18, 2009.  The theme will be “Racing for Better health: The Role of
Interdisciplinary Care & Preventive Medicine in healthcare”.  SNMA thanked the Aesculapian
Medical Society for their past financial support and encouraged their continued financial support
by sponsoring the Region V SNMA Conference.  SNMA also invited Aesculapian Medical Society
members to be potential speakers at the conference on topics of their choosing or on topics to be
further determined as planning continues for the conference.  Information was distributed to
members (see attached).  Anyone interested in sponsoring the conference, either individually or as
a corporate contributor, can contact Danika Alexander (information on the attachments).
 
Nationally, SNMA will be conducting a “March for Health Equity” from Selma to Montgomery, AL. 
For more information, please click on http://www.snma-advocacy.com/MHE.html.  The local
chapter will be sending a contingent of SNMA members for the weekend event beginning
September 4-7, 2009.  If anyone is interested in sponsoring this event, please see the link for
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July 9, 2009  
 
Hello! 
 
Greetings from the IU Chapter of the Student National Medical Association! We are pleased to 
announce that we have been selected to host the annual Student National Medical Association 
Region V Conference.  This year’s conference will be held October 16-18, 2009 and our theme 
is "Racing for Better Health: The Role of Interdisciplinary Care & Preventative Medicine 
in Healthcare".  We are honored to serve the states of Michigan, Indiana and Ohio in carrying 
out the mission of SNMA by coordinating this popular event. We are excited to collaborate with 
the IUSM Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs to plan and execute this extraordinary 
conference. 
 
Founded in 1964 by medical students from Howard University School of Medicine and Meharry 
Medical College, the Student National Medical Association is the nation’s oldest and largest, 
independent, student-run organization focused on the needs and concerns of medical students of 
color.  Organized in over 130 chapters across the nation, the SNMA membership includes over 
5000 medical students, pre-medical students and physicians.  Region V is home to eighteen 
medical and pre-medical student chapters and around 600 members, the majority of whom 
actively attend regional events.   
 
As you may know, the IU chapter of SNMA has been integral in several events throughout the 
community, including the annual Diversity Week, Westside Health Fair Diabetes Education 
booth, Indiana Black Expo Health Fair, and monthly community service events, just to name a 
few.  Our chapter is responsible for peer tutoring and vertical mentoring to other students at 
IUSM, mentoring high school students, and participating in receptions for minority applicants on 
interview days.  SNMA also participates in several school-wide events including the annual 
Evening of the Arts, the IUSM production of the Vagina Monologues, and student government.  
 
Our regional conference serves as a time of training, guidance and renewed dedication for many 
in our membership.  The weekend will be jam packed with workshops, fairs, and opportunities 
specifically designed to cater to the needs of students underrepresented in medicine and to 
encourage and assist in the eradication of racial and ethnic health disparities.  Furthermore, as the 
hosting institution, we have the opportunity to highlight many unique aspects of our institution! 
 
Over the next months, we will be actively planning for this event.  We hope that your will 
support us in this endeavor as there are many programming opportunities and logistical focal 
points that would be better addressed if approached from a joint effort between students and 
faculty.  Plus, our experience has been that conferences with faculty support have proven to be 
more enjoyable and bring far more opportunities to the hosting institution.  
 
 







At this time we are asking for any financial contributions you or your department can provide, as 
the phenomenal conference we are planning will not be possible without the means to fund our 
programming.  You may choose to contribute on an individual basis, or you may encourage your 
department to support our endeavors. Enclosed is a sponsorship form, and any contribution you 
can provide is greatly appreciated! 
 
We are excited to have such a wonderful opportunity to support our region and we would be 
happy to meet with you to embark upon this partnership.  Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions at alexandd@iupui.edu


 


.  Thank you for your support and we look forward to working 
with you more closely in the coming months. 


Cordially, 
 


Danika L. Alexander 
 


Danika L. Alexander 
2009 Regional Conference Planning Director 
Indiana University School of Medicine, Class of 2010 







As a supporter of the 2009 Region V Conference in Indianapolis hosted by Indiana University School of 
Medicine, you will receive special recognition at the Regional Dinner on Saturday evening, as well as 
recognition with your/ your department’s name and logo in the conference program and on conference 
signage.  
 
 
____  I would like to support the 2009 Region V SNMA conference with the following donation(s) 


Platinum Sponsorship Level 


 ___ Saturday Dinner Sponsorship        $3,500.00 


($2,000 +) 


___ Conference Bag Sponsorship   $2,500.00 


___ Saturday Luncheon Sponsorship     $2,000.00 


 ___ Sunday Continental Breakfast    $2,000.00 


 ___ Friday Evening Welcome Reception   $2,000.00 


Gold Sponsorship Level 


___ Conference Program Sponsorship   $1,500.00 


($1,000- $1,999) 


___ Saturday Morning Break Service Sponsorship $1,000.00 


___ Saturday Afternoon Break Service Sponsorship $1,000.00 


Silver Sponsorship Level 


___ Saturday Social Sponsorship   $800.00 


($500- $999) 


___ Regional Recognition Awards   $500.00 


Bronze Level Sponsorship 


 Regional Friend Donation $ 400.00  _____     $300.00 _____    $200.00 _____ $100.00 _____ 


 ($1- $499) 


     
If you are interested in supporting our efforts but would prefer a partial sponsorship, please indicate 
below: 
 
I would like to donate $     to support the         event 


at the 2009 Regional Conference. 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to our efforts in another manner, please contact Danika Alexander at alexandd@iupui.edu







 


Corporate Sponsorship Form 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


 
Organization/Department __________________________________________    
 
Contact Name  ___________________________________________________    
 
Address ________________________________________________________    
 
City _________________________   State______________________________  
a 
Zip Code ____________________   Email ___________________________  
 
Phone _______________________   
 
 


Please make checks payable to SNMA and write “Region V Conference” in the memo line. 
 
 


Please make a copy for your records. Tax identification number and formal receipts will be 
provided upon request. Your processed check will serve as an informal receipt. 


 
Please return this packet and contribution to: 


Danika Alexander, SNMA Region V Conference Coordinator 
c/o IUSM Office of Multicultural Affairs 


Attn: Regional Conference 
Indiana University School of Medicine 


635 Barnhill Drive, MS166 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5120 


Please direct any questions or concerns to: Danika Alexander (alexandd@iupui.edu) or Rita Flynn (rflynn@iupui.edu)  
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additional information.
 

Dr. Desadier reminded the membership to keep October 2nd on their calendars free to include the
Indiana Black Legislative Caucus’ annual conference preceding the Circle City Classic.  The speaker
will likely be someone in the health care field speaking on health care access or a related topic.  He
will send out additional information as it becomes available.
 
Dr. Virginia Caine reminded folks to keep in mind that at the next Aesculapian Medical Society

Meeting on Tuesday, October 6th (location to be determined), Dr. Lisa Harris will be talking to the
membership on why a new Wishard Hospital is important for the community and why they need
the Society’s support for the new hospital.   Every vote counts.  Additionally, she wanted to
mention the Minority Health Coalition’s annual conference in November.  She, too, will keep the
membership informed of the details as they become available.
 
Until next time.
 
Jose Rivera Espada, Director
Medical Student Affairs - Student Financial Services
Indiana University School of Medicine
635 Barnhill Drive, MS119
Indianapolis, IN  46202-5120
(317) 274-1967
(317) 278-2691 FAX
Jespada@iupui.edu
http://msa.iusm.iu.edu/FinancialAid
 

mailto:Jespada@iupui.edu
http://msaa.iusm.iu.edu/FinancialAid/finaidtxt.html

