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Dear All:
 
We had great attendance.  Among the Aesculapian Medical Society members in attendance they 
included the following:
 
Dr. Bedford
Dr. Caine
Dr. D’Hue
Dr. Desadier
Dr. Henderson
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In collaboration with 


Student National Medical Association (SNMA) 
Society of Latinos (SOL)           Division of Diversity Affairs (Office of Multicultural Affairs) 


Diversity Week 2010 – Noon Speakers 
Continuing Medical Education Credit (CME) available 


 


 


 
Maria Soto-Greene, MD 
Vice Dean and Professor of Medicine, New Jersey Medical School (UMDNJ) 
 
“Embracing Diversity in Academic Medicine: Does it Matter to Our Patients?”  
 
*Complimentary Lunch 
http://pluto.umdnj.edu/NJMedPhysicians/doctor.asp?Doctor=198103864  


 
 


 


 
Joye Maureen Carter, MD 
Chief Forensic Pathologist, Marion County Coroner's Office and Director, IUSM Forensic Pathology Fellowship  
 
 “Death. The Ultimate Tool of Diversity!” 
 
*Complimentary Lunch 
http://joyemcartermd.com/media.html 
 


 


 
 
 


Willarda V. Edwards, MD, MBA 
  President, National Medical Association  
 
“Health Equity in the Era of Health Care Reform”  
 
*Complimentary Lunch 
http://www.nmanet.org/images/uploads/Documents/Edit618.pdf  
 


 
 
 
Thanakorn Jirasevijinda, MD 
Assist. Prof. of Pediatrics & Dir. of Pediatric Undergrad. Medical Education, New York-Presbyterian Hospital 
 
 “Bridging Health Disparities through Cultural Competence”  
 
* Complimentary Lunch 
http://www.weillcornell.org/physician/tjirasevijinda   


    Diversity Week    


 
8th   Annual


January 19 – 22, 2010 
  


Tuesday, January 19th – Wishard Myers Auditorium 


Wednesday, January20th – Wishard Myers Auditorium 


Thursday, January 21st – Wishard Myers Auditorium 


Friday, January 22nd – Wishard Myers Auditorium 


NEW  LOCATION 
Wishard 


Myers Auditorium
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Dr. Lloyd
Dr. Monger
Dr. Moore
Dr. Pierce
Dr. Rawls
Dr. Rawls Lloyd
Dr. Slaughter
Dr. Treadwell
SNMA leadership (Danika Alexander, Ashley Cesar, Sophia Smith, Aundrea Tunstall)
 
The January Meeting of the Aesculapian Medical Society was had a packed agenda and was hosted
by the Indiana University School of Medicine Office of Diversity Affairs at the Fairbank Hall, located
at the north-end of the downtown canal.   Dr. George Rausch, the IUSM Associate Dean for
Diversity Affairs, welcomed the Aesculapian Medical Society members and served as host along
with Fred Hamilton (Academic Specialist and Director, Diversity Outreach Comprehensive Science-
DOCS Initiative) , Dr. Javier Sevilla (Assistant Dean for Diversity Affairs), Krystal Ardayfio (Director of
the IUSM office of Multicultural Affairs) and Rita Flynn (Administrative Assistant), all part of his
division. 
 
Dr. Andrew Moore gave a brief introduction on why the Aesculapian Medical Society agreed to
meet with the Indiana University School of Medicine.  Much of it stemmed from issues that have
accumulated over the years.  The medical school first hosted the Aesculapian Medical Society
December 2008 and from that meeting, it was agreed that the Society would meet regularly with
the medical school. 
 
Dr. Bennett Desadier welcomed everyone and thanked the medical school for hosting the
Aesculapian Medical Society. 
 
Dr. Craig Brater stopped in and gave a few remarks on the importance of the relationship between
the Aesculapian Medical Society and the medical school.  He expressed hope that the working
relationship continues to grow and that he is committed to making IUSM a more diverse place as
evidenced by the creation of the Office of Diversity Affairs (established June 2009).
 
Dr. Rausch presented on his office plans and initiatives.  Please see the attached PowerPoint
Presentation prepared by Dr. Rausch for the meeting.  A small discussion ensued prompted by Dr.
Caine’s question on the subject of how to get the message out to encourage more
underrepresented students to consider medicine.  Some of the initiatives that Fred Hamilton is
initiating will help address some of these concerns.  The key is to intervene early, as early as
elementary school.  Discussions are already underway to create some of these pipelines through
the work being done by Dr. Rausch and Fred Hamilton.  Dr. Rawls mentioned involving the Center
for Leadership Development (CLD) and possibly taking some of these initiatives state-wide.
 
Jose Espada previewed briefly the Aesculapian Medical Society website.  A quick look at the site
and navigation was followed by an appeal to the membership for their help in filling in some of the
gaps in information as well as any suggestions from the membership on other things that can be



included.  The website is www.aesculapianmedicalsociety.org.  For those not in attendance at the
meeting, we welcome your suggestions as well.  The site is a work in progress.    
 
The special topic for the evening was on tools, resources and support that exist to assist minority
physicians with increasing minority participation in clinical trials/sample collection studies.  The
first presenter was Dr. Cynthia Helphingstine, President and Chief Operating Officer, along with her
support, Crystal Dotson-Roberts, Director of Community Outreach and Engagement with the
Fairbanks Institute for Healthy Communities.  Her presentation is attached.  Crystal can be reached
at cdotson-roberts@fairbanksinstitute.org or (317) 238-2457 or Cell Phone (317) 473-7420.  Their
website is www.Indianahealthstudy.org.  
 
The next speaker was Dr. Romnee Clark-Seaberg, Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine from the
IU Melvin and Bren Simon Cancer Center along with Rivienne Shedd-Steele, Director of Health
Disparities and Outreach.  Dr. Clark-Seaberg spoke on “Enhancing minority Clinical Participation
through Community Partnership”.  Dr. Clark-Seaberg focused on what partnerships can do to
increase the involvement of more minorities in clinical trials.  New laws now dictate that
populations in clinical trials must reflect the population centers.  So, as an example, with 15% of
the U.S. population being African American, a clinical trial must have 15% of its subjects of African
American descent to avoid being rejected.  Dr. Henderson expressed his concerns that given the
challenges to IU’s structure there is very little that the Aesculapian medical Society can do to
support some of the initiatives without good communication of what is going on or what trials are
going on.  He suggested that encouraging more African Americans to be involved will call for better
communication of what clinical trials are going on and what new drugs are under development.  If
there is a line of communication on these things with the membership, there may be increased
support for what the center is doing.
 
Last speaker of the evening was E. Francis Jones, President and CEO of Innovative Clinical Concepts,
LLC.  Her company is a Site Management Organization (SMO) that specializes in phase II through
phase IV outpatient clinical trials involving pharmaceuticals, biological, implants, and other medical
device products.  Mrs. Jones, an African American business woman, presented on what her
company can do to bridge the gap in clinical trial studies that need African American participation.  
In her experience, she has found that African Americans tend to be committed to their
participation and stay on with the study longer than others.  Through her efforts she has seen a
growing willingness to participate in clinical trials among the African American community.   A large
part due to the education provided.   Mrs. Jones wants to encourage the Aesculapian medical
Society to partner with her and her company to build on the successes already achieved within the
Indianapolis area and possibly beyond.
 
Aundrea Tunstall, President of SNMA, gave a brief overview and update on SNMA activities.  First,

she thanked Dr. Rausch for being a gracious host of the holiday party on December 18th at his
home.  Approximately 50 students attended the event.  Dr. Rausch hopes to make this an annual
event.  The following are the activities SNMA is focusing on for the start of the new year.
 

-          Continued mentoring at the Crispus Attucks Medical magnet High School
-          Diversity Week  is in less than two weeks, January 19 – 22, 2010.  The noon speakers
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include Dr. Maria Soto-Greene from New Jersey Medical School, Dr. Joye Maureen Carter
from the Marion County Coroner’s Office and Director of the IUSM Forensic Pathology
Fellowship, Dr. Willarda Edwards (President of NMA) and Dr. Thanakorn Jirasevijinda from
New York Presbyterian Hospital.  All events will take place at the Wishard Myers
Auditorium.  CME Credit will be available (See attachment for the flyer on Diversity
Week).

-          Decisions being made on selecting medical students to attend the national Conference in
Chicago.  Currently 8 students have been selected with 6 more anticipated.  All student’s
costs will be sponsored by SNMA through fundraising.

-          Reminder to the Aesculapian Medical Society that SNMA will be hosting the 2011 National
Conference in Indianapolis.  Dr. Rausch is meeting with key people at the Chicago
conference to begin the process for next year’s conference.  Normally the conference is
hosted where there is more than one medical school, but special plans are developing to
include other partners.

-          SNMA will once again sponsor the “Vagina Monologues” to be performed later this spring.
-          Lastly, SNMA wishes to thank the Aesculapian Medical Society for their continued support

as well as for all past support of their activities.
 
Time was of the essence and very little time was devoted to the Open Dialogue.  All information is
archived on the Aesculapian Medical Society website.
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